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Genesis 2 
23 The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
    for she was taken out of man.” 
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and 
they become one flesh. 

Matthew 19 
4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them 
male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh? 6 So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore, what God has joined together, let 
no one separate.” 

 

Romans 13 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God (Deo ordinatae). 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against 
the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do 
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one 
in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in 
authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of 
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to 
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as 
a matter of conscience. 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 
their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe 
taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, 
then honor. 

 

Acts 20:28 
27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep 
watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own 
blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and 
will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and 
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your 
guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you 
night and day with tears. 
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